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The Ogilvie High School Curriculum 
 

The Australian Curriculum 

In 2018 students have the opportunity to undertake study using the Australian Curriculum in the areas of English, 

Mathematics, Science, History, Geography, Economics, Civics and Citizenship, The Arts, Languages, Design and 

Digital Technologies and Health and Physical Education. In these Australian Curriculum subjects, they will be 

assessed on an A-E scale. States and territories have agreed to A–E reporting in these subjects which means 

there will be an A–E rating and descriptor on the school report to show achievement in each of the Australian 

Curriculum subjects. 
 

School Based Subjects 

A number of subjects are offered at Ogilvie High School that are not assessed against the Australian Curriculum. 

These subjects will be assessed against our in-school framework. Students will receive a School based assessment 

on their progress. The subjects include: Writers’ Workshop, Action for Social Justice, Fitness Fanatics, Sports 

Pathways, Sport Science, Robotics and eTeam. 
 

Minimum Requirements 

In 2018 students in Years 9 and 10 have the opportunity to learn and to achieve the highest outcomes in a 

personalised learning program drawn from the Australian Curriculum. The minimum requirements outlined 

below help ensure that the learning opportunities schools provide meet national and state based agreements 

and requirements. At Ogilvie High School the compulsory curriculum in Years 9 and 10 provides for students 

to: 
 

 undertake a full year course in English, Mathematics, Science and HASS (History/Geography/Civics and 

Citizenship) 

 undertake a (minimum) one semester course in Health and Physical Education 

 undertake study that supports future pathways through My Education and Work Studies 
 

This Learning Program Handbook is designed to assist students in making choices with regard to their learning. 

There are many interesting, exciting and engaging courses available for students to study in 2018. In this 

handbook you will find information to help you make your subject selection for 2018, with information about 

the courses offered in all Curriculum Areas provided. Students should choose carefully and seek as much 

guidance as they can. Students and parents are requested to consult with current teachers and Curriculum Area 

Leaders. Curriculum Area Leaders’ names are printed beside the name of each of the Curriculum Areas. 
 

In 2018 we also offer the Big Picture program for students in Years 9 and 10. In Big Picture students plan their 

own learning program through an integrated, real-world focus, as an alternative to the more traditional 

mainstream subject based approach. 
 

Students are asked to complete the separate Subject Selection Form, which lists the compulsory courses and 

then enables students to list other course selections in order of preference. The actual Subject Selection is an 

on-line process and students will be given a log-in and further instructions to complete this process. 
 

The selection of courses needs to be completed by Friday 15 September and the Subject Selection Form 

needs to be handed in to Home Group teachers by this date. 
 

Selection of other subjects 

Students who will be in Year 9 in 2018 are encouraged to make a two year plan using the Subject Selection Form 

provided. This will enable them to consider their Year 10 subjects as well as those they wish to undertake in 

Year 9. 
 

Students are reminded that staffing and resource allocation is based on the compilation of the selections made 

by students through this process. This means that changes to course selections at a later date may not be 

possible, and students are therefore advised to make their selections very carefully. 
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Pathways to Further Education 

Achievement at a ‘C’ rating, or better, as described in the Australian Curriculum provides a good foundation for 

students to make a successful transition to Year 11 TCE Senior Secondary courses, including pre-tertiary 

courses. Most pre-tertiary courses will require an A or B rating in the Australian Curriculum subjects of 

Mathematics, Science, History and Health and Physical Education. All Grade 10 students are advised to consult 

Your Guide to 2018 – Education and Training in Years 11 and 12 which details in a table format for each 

Curriculum Area, possible pathways from Year 10 to Years 11/12 and further education. Where courses are 

labelled Level 3, these courses are pre-tertiary and qualify for University entrance. 

 

A full PDF version of Your Guide to 2018 – Education and Training in Years 11 and 12 can be downloaded at:  

https://documentcentre.education.tas.gov.au/Documents/Year11-12-course-guide-2018_Web.pdf 

 

Information about the Australian Curriculum is available on the Department of Education website:  
https://www.education.tas.gov.au/students/school-and-colleges/curriculum/  

 

As well as from the Australian Curriculum web site  

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/  

 

Information about transition to Years 11 and 12 is available at: https://www.education.tas.gov.au/parents-

carers/school-colleges/years-11-12/  

 

 

The Compulsory Curriculum 
 

My Education - Work Studies compulsory course for all students 

Curriculum Leader - Tricia Rowley 

 
My Education 

My Education is an inclusive approach to career education, which supports students to identify their personal 

interests, values, strengths and aspirations, and teaches them how to use this knowledge to make decisions 

about their future learning, work and life opportunities. This course is delivered through sessions conducted by 

the Home Group teacher, various guest speakers, work exposure opportunities as well as transition, taster and 

personal pathway planning activities.   

 

Work Studies - 9 

Students will develop understandings and learn about attitudes and aspirations, diversity, managing health, rights 

and responsibilities, team collaboration, social entrepreneurship, e-commerce, and aspects of work and careers. 

 

Work Studies - 10 

Students will develop understandings and learn about identity and work, online collaboration, effective 

communication, setting and achieving goals, the labour market and changing roles over time, business and 

entrepreneurship, core skills needed for work, transition in education, lifestyles, and exposure to work. 

 

  

https://documentcentre.education.tas.gov.au/Documents/Year11-12-course-guide-2018_Web.pdf
https://www.education.tas.gov.au/students/school-and-colleges/curriculum/
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
https://www.education.tas.gov.au/parents-carers/school-colleges/years-11-12/
https://www.education.tas.gov.au/parents-carers/school-colleges/years-11-12/
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The Compulsory Curriculum 
 

English compulsory full year course for all students 

Curriculum Area Leader – Georgina Jarvis 
 

English - 9 

English in Year 9 will offer students learning opportunities with accessible texts on familiar topics through to 

some challenging texts, exploring more complex issues. Students will be engaging with classic, contemporary 

and popular literature texts, electronic text, and information and argumentative texts, as well as creating their 

own texts. Students will also be challenged to construct a range of texts for a range of audiences, using planning 

to improve the effectiveness of their own texts. Students may also have the opportunity to negotiate and 

complete a literary inquiry. 
 

English - 10 

English in Year 10 will offer students learning opportunities to work with some accessible and challenging texts, 

to explore more complex issues, and construct a range of texts for a range of audiences, using planning to 

improve the effectiveness of their own texts. Students will also be challenged to engage with a range of 

challenging and complex texts and explore more complex issues and ideas. Students will also have opportunities 

to construct complex imaginative, information and arguments texts, utilising a range of strategies in writing and 

representing. Students may also have the opportunity to negotiate and complete a literary inquiry. 
 

Mathematics compulsory full year course for all students 

Curriculum Area Leader - Miriam MacGregor 
 

Mathematics - 9 

Students engage in learning opportunities in the areas of Number, Algebra, Measurement, Space, Trigonometry 

and Chance and Data. Students in Year 9 are given the opportunity to apply their knowledge to the world 

around them. Mathematics is the underpinning for many other subjects and the connections between 

Mathematics, Science, Geography and other areas of study will be explicitly taught.  
 

Mathematics - 10 

Students engage in learning in the areas of Number, Algebra, Consumer Maths, Functions, Trigonometry and 

Chance and Data. Students undertake learning which provides pathways for study in General Mathematics 

Foundation 2, Mathematics Methods Foundation 3, General Mathematics 3 courses during Year 11. 
 

Science  compulsory full year course for all students 

Curriculum Area Leader - Nathan Duhig 
 

Science - 9 

Grade 9 is a year of integration in Science.  Conservation of matter and energy underpins much of the 

curriculum.  Human body systems are studied as interdependent systems that work together to maintain 

homeostasis and fight diseases.  The flow of energy and matter through ecological systems are key to 

understanding the distribution and variety of communities within ecosystems.  The dynamic nature of geological 

phenomena are explained in terms of plate tectonics which are driven by forces and energy transfer from deep 

inside the planet.  Atomic structure, radioactivity and chemical reactions that are crucial to living and non-living 

systems are explored and energy transfer is again the key to understanding everyday forms of energy such as 

heat, light and sound. 
 

Science - 10 

Grade 10 Science continues the investigation of the world around us at a range of scales from the microscopic 

to edges of the known universe.  The motion of objects is explained in terms of interacting forces, and the 

conservation of energy as it is transformed is fundamental to understanding how systems operate.  The Periodic 

Table is used as a powerful tool to understand and predict the behaviour of elements.  Important chemical 

reactions and how their rates can be modified are crucial in our society, as are the interactions between the 

vast global systems and their influences upon cycles that are crucial to life, such as the carbon and nitrogen 

cycles.  Theories and models that explain the origin of the universe and evolution and diversity of life on earth 

are explored, as is how theories develop over time. 
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The Compulsory Curriculum 
Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) compulsory full year course for all students 

Curriculum Area Leader - Jacinta Butler 
 

HASS - 9 

The HASS 9 course is based on the Australian Curriculum for History, Geography and Civics and Citizenship. 

In History, students will develop historical inquiry skills and undertake inquiries into past events and explain and 

reflect on the value of the past in understanding the present. The course provides a study of the historical era 

from 1750 to 1918. Investigations will help students understand the formation of the Modern World and 

Australia. Students will consider how differing viewpoints are used to understand the past and shape the present 

and future. In Geography, students will study the environmental issues related to food production and the global 

food crisis, and the pattern of connections between Australia, its region and the world. Civics and Citizenship 

focuses on the systems that support a democratic and just society, and citizen participation in a global and 

interconnected world. 
 

HASS - 10 

The HASS 10 course is based on the Australian Curriculum – History, Geography and Civics and Citizenship. In 

History, students will develop historical inquiry skills and undertake inquiries into past events and explain and 

reflect on the value of the past in understanding the present. The course provides a study of the historical period 

from 1918 to the present. Students will consider how differing viewpoints are used to understand the past and 

shape the present and future. In Geography there is a focus on environmental challenges and sustainable living, 

and the patterns of global inequalities such as poverty, hunger and child mortality. Civics and Citizenship focuses 

on the systems that support a democratic and just society, Australia’s place in the global community and the 

challenges of maintaining a civil society. 

 

 

Health and Physical Education (HPE)  compulsory semester course for all students 

Curriculum Area Leader - Leesa Pettit (students may select a full year course) 
 

Health and Physical Education - 9 and 10 

Students will learn to refine and apply strategies for maintaining a positive outlook and evaluating behavioural 

expectations in different leisure, social, movement and online situations. Students learn to critically analyse and 

apply health and physical activity information to devise and implement personalised plans for maintaining healthy 

and active habits. They also experience different roles that contribute to successful participation in physical 

activity, and propose strategies to support the development of preventive health practices that build and optimise 

community health and wellbeing. 

 

Students learn to apply more specialised movement skills and complex movement strategies and concepts in 

different movement environments. They also explore movement concepts and strategies to evaluate and refine 

their own and others’ movement performances. Students analyse how participation in physical activity and sport 

influence an individual’s identities, and explore the role participation plays in shaping cultures. Students also have 

the opportunity to refine and consolidate personal and social skills in demonstrating leadership, teamwork and 

collaboration in a range of physical activities. 
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Curriculum Selections 
 

Health and Physical Education (HPE) 

Curriculum Area Leader - Leesa Pettit 
 

Health and Physical Education / Outdoor Education - 10 Full Year Course 

This is a combined course that includes the compulsory component of HPE. Students will study the required 

health based components of the Australian Curriculum. They will also learn about, discover and experience the 

diverse Tasmanian wilderness. Students will develop independence, confidence and self-reliance, and problem 

solving and decision making skills. They will learn to adapt to different roles within a team dynamic, and challenge 

themselves both mentally and physically. Students will have the opportunity to participate in a variety of practical 

activities, such as flat water kayaking, indoor rock climbing, white water rafting, mountain biking, surfing, 

bushwalking and camping. 

This course will attract a fee of approximately $300.00 for activities. (This is a significant discount 

when compared to undertaking these activities outside of school). 

 

Health and Physical Education - 9 and 10 Full Year Course 

Please see the description under the compulsory curriculum heading for Health and Physical Education. In this 

full year course students will study each area listed in greater depth and have more opportunities to undertake 

physical activity. 

 

Fitness Fanatics 9/10 Semester Course 

This course is designed for students who seriously want to improve their fitness levels. This includes students 

who participate in little physical activity but want support to become more physically active and also students 

who play sport at a school, club or state level who want to further challenge themselves. Individual fitness and 

nutrition programs will be developed according to starting points, current lifestyle and interests. The emphasis 

will be on engagement, participation and goal setting. Personal nutrition will be analysed and goals will be put in 

place, whether it be with the purpose to maintain a healthy weight, to eat healthily or to eat for a better sporting 

performance. 

This course will attract an extra fee of $100.00 for specialist guest speakers, activities and entrance 

fees to community facilities. 

 

Sport Science - 10 Full Year Course 

Sport Science will focus on students developing an understanding of how and why athletes achieve success and 

factors that influence athletic performance. The course is assessed across two curriculum areas: Science and 

Health and Physical Education. The units studied include: Body Fundamentals (anatomy and physiology); 

Performing at your peak; Mind Games (sport psychology), Skills, drills and equipment. 

This course is very challenging and suits those students who have a specific sporting interest of their own. 

Throughout the year students will participate in some practical sessions but most lessons will be theory based 

and taught in the classroom. 

 

Sports Pathways - Cricket – 9/10 Semester Course 

Students have the opportunity to explore and develop possible pathways in sport and sporting careers in 

partnership with Cricket Tasmania. Using the vehicle of cricket, students will be provided opportunities to access 

state of the art cricket facilities, coaches and a variety of guest speakers to learn about coaching accreditation, 

nutrition, sport psychology, marketing, advertising, administration, fitness, sports management and mentoring. 

A key focus of these sessions will be to develop an understanding of the career pathways that exist in the sport 

industry. Students will actively engage with local primary schools to explore the skills of leading and organising 

groups, as well as organising and running matches. Students will gain accredited qualifications that can lead to 

opportunities for employment within the cricket community. Students selecting this subject will need to have a 

high level of motivation and interest in developing skills and understandings in the field of cricket and learning 

about a career pathway in the sport industry. (Note - no previous cricket skill or experience is needed). 
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English 

Curriculum Area Leader – Georgina Jarvis 

 
Ogilvinian Team - 9 and 10  Semester Course 

The Ogilvinian Team is an opportunity for students who are interested in utilising their creative and 

organisational skills in a dynamic group to design and publish the 2018 Ogilvinian. This course will provide 

students the opportunity to work in a collaborative environment with an end goal of producing a high quality, 

publishable magazine that commemorates the year of achievements of Ogilvie High School students. Students 

will need to communicate with staff and students in organising class pages, content from learning areas and 

various reports from groups within the school. They will design the lay out of the magazine as well as individual 

pages and visual and written contributions. The team will need people who can write, edit, photograph or design 

and work to deadlines, both independently and as part of a group.  

 
Writers’ Workshop - 9 and 10 Semester Course / Full Year Course 

This course is for students who enjoy writing, being creative, using stories, poetry, verse or anecdotes to express 

themselves and writing about things that they are passionate about and where they want to make a difference. 

This course will encourage students to use a combination of experience and word experiments to tell their own 

story, unlock creativity and write for pleasure, for themselves, or others. Students will find a voice (writing style) 

that suits them, create a plot with freshness and originality, learn about target audiences and write for specific 

purposes and publications. 

 

Mathematics 

Curriculum Area Leader - Miriam MacGregor 
 
Mathematics Extended - 9 Semester Course 

This course is designed for students who are likely to undertake the Mathematics Extended – 10A course in the 

following year. This course will be best suited for students who have a strong liking for Mathematics and are 

considering careers in which Mathematics has an important role, for example Engineering, Mathematics, Science, 

Economics, Health etc. Please refer to the Mathematics Extended – 10A course description and Your Guide to 

2018 – Education and Training in Years 11 and 12 for future pathways. This course will run in Semester Two and 

will be in addition to Mathematics – 9, meaning that students will undertake 400 minutes per week of 

Mathematics study during Semester Two. 

 

Mathematics Extended - 10A Semester Course 

This course will provide a pathway for students who wish to study Mathematics Methods 4 in Year 11. Students 

will require high standard of Mathematics from Year 9 and are advised to discuss this option with their Year 9 

teacher. This course will be run over two lines (400 minutes per week) in Semester One and one line (200 

minutes per week) in Semester Two. Course content will be the Australian Curriculum Year 10A Mathematics 

with the addition of function study and calculus. To achieve success in this demanding course students will need 

to be able to commit additional time to homework and minimal absence from class. 

 
 

Science 

Curriculum Area Leader – Nathan Duhig 
 

Science Investigations - 9/10 Semester Course 

This course is designed for students who have an interest in science and who are curious about the world. 

Students will have the opportunity to design and undertake interesting and engaging real world science projects 

using scientific processes. They will build scientific knowledge and understanding and use scientific methods to 

devise solutions to problems that arise from their own ideas about problems in the world. 
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Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) 

Curriculum Area Leader – Jacinta Butler 

 
Action for Social Justice - 9/10 Semester Course 

Students will have an opportunity to consider injustice in the world, to highlight social justice concerns, both 

locally and globally, and the ways they can take action to improve the living standards and opportunities for all 

people, regardless of their race, gender, social background and wealth. Students will explore key questions such 

as: What causes some groups to be marginalised and discriminated against? How can I be a good citizen of my 

community and the world? How can I take action to bring about change? Students will have the opportunity to 

take action to raise awareness about a particular issue of personal interest. 

 

 

Languages Other Than English (LOTE) 

Curriculum Area Leader - Susan Clarke 
 

French - 9 Full Year Course 

Students have the opportunity to expand their knowledge of French vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation in 

the context of themes such as shopping for clothes and food, describing places, people and leisure activities. A 

focus will be to develop conversational skills by composing and performing role-plays which use the language 

studied in class. Students also strengthen their intercultural understanding as they learn to value their own 

cultures, languages and beliefs, and those of others. It is a prerequisite that students have completed Year 8 

French. 
 

French -10 Full Year Course 

Students will build on knowledge and language skills gained in Year 9. An equal emphasis is placed on the four 

communication skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Increasingly more complex grammar and 

structures will be learned, and students will consolidate and extend their language skills by learning vocabulary 

and sentence patterns within the context of such themes as dining out, describing daily routine and past activities 

and making travel arrangements. A focus will be to develop the ability to converse in French in unrehearsed 

situations. Students also strengthen their intercultural understanding as they learn to value their own cultures, 

languages and beliefs, and those of others. It is a prerequisite that students have completed Year 9 French. 
 

Japanese - 9 Full Year Course 

Students will consolidate and extend their ability to communicate both orally and in written form using the three 

Japanese scripts. Students also focus on languages as systems, and gain insights into the relationship between 

language and culture, leading to lifelong personal and educational benefits. These objectives will be obtained 

through the study of themes such as: school life, free time and leisure activities, making and accepting invitations, 

and describing places and people. Vocabulary, grammar and structures will be taught within the context of these 

themes. It is a prerequisite that students have completed Year 8 Japanese. 
 

Japanese - 10 Full Year Course 

Students will build on knowledge and language skills gained in Year 9. Equal emphasis is placed on the four 

communication skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Increasingly more complex grammar and 

structures will be learned, and students will consolidate and extend their language skills by learning vocabulary 

and sentence patterns within the context of such themes as: daily life, personal relationships, holidays and travel, 

and dining and shopping. Students also continue to develop their intercultural understanding as they learn to 

value their own cultures, languages and beliefs, and those of others. It is a prerequisite that students have  

Completed Year 9 Japanese.   
 

Year 10 students who complete a course of language study at high school may be eligible to undertake the TASC 

Level 2 course in their language area.  Students who achieve a C or above in Year 10 are able to study a Level 

3 course in Year 11.  
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The Arts 

Curriculum Area Leader - Cass Wilson 
 

 

Decorative Art and Journal Making - 9/10 Semester Course / Full Year Course  

Students make things which are functional, useful or purely decorative. These objects are designed, constructed 

and have decorative finishes applied to their surface. Students will develop skills and techniques in the design 

process, working with a variety of materials and media, appreciating and responding to the work of other artists, 

and decorative treatment to surfaces and stylised form (simplification of image). Students may create a 3D 

construction including papier mache figure or mirror, hand painted cushion, jewellery (brooches, pendants 

bangles and earrings), mosaic object, clay item, collage flower study, screen printed item, hand painted soft 

sculpture and art doll or 2D mixed media products such as a concertina book, altered book or expressive 

journal. 

 

Visual Art - 9/10 Semester Course / Full Year Course  

Students will complete tasks which will further develop skills and techniques in observational and expressive 

drawing, tonal rendering in a variety of different media (pencil, pen and ink, paint, colour pencil and conte), 

mixed media (oil, acrylic, watercolour paint, oil, dry pastel, ink, wire and papier mache), 3D form (sculpture), 

composition and the design process, appreciating and responding to art works, exhibiting work, working as an 

artist and developing a personal expressive style. They will complete tasks such as a landscape, a portrait, an 

abstract, a flower study, figure drawing, and a print. Students will be following processes used by artists and will 

develop a portfolio, which shows ideas, sketches, plans and completed tasks. Students have the opportunity to 

exhibit their work in the wider community through involvement in competitions such as Young Archies, 

Poochibalds, UTAS Machines workshop and the Hobart Show. 
 

Digital Photography and Visual Communication - 9/10 Semester / Full Year Course  

This course is designed to explore visual communication and design through a variety of mediums. Students will 

learn about the different features of the both compact and DSLR cameras and how to use compositional devices 

to better compose images. Students will cover a range of themes including portraiture, studio, landscape, abstract 

and computer manipulated. Digital technology will be used to edit and manipulate images. As well as a folio of 

images from photographic assignments and hand manipulated designs students will have to keep a visual diary of 

written work, planning sketches, proof sheets and handouts. Students partaking in this subject may be expected 

to produce several ‘real-world’ formally presented projects such as the cover of the Ogilvinian. 

This course has a levy of $20 per semester to help cover printing costs. 

 

Dance - 9/10 Semester Course / Full Year Course 

Students practise and refine their dance skills to develop proficiency in genre and style specific techniques. They 

explore the creative potential of their body and develop confidence in a safe and supported environment. 

Students will undertake choreographic and performance projects in groups and as individuals, perform dances 

to an audience and have access to a range of opportunities to work with visiting artists. They will develop 

problem solving and collaborative skills and make choices of music, costumes and props to help communicate 

their ideas. 
 

Drama - 9/10 Semester Course / Full Year Course 

In this course, students will develop skills in expressive voice, physical theatre, improvisation and 

characterisation, incorporating these skills in student devised and scripted pieces. Students will be shown how 

to use elements of drama to convey meaning; structure drama to engage an audience through manipulation of 

dramatic action, form and performance styles. They will analyse a range of drama works from contemporary 

and past times to explore differing viewpoints, and evaluate how the elements, form and styles convey meaning.  
 

Music - 9/10 Semester Course / Full Year Course 

Music enables students to develop as musicians through a variety of integrated activities. Students will perform 

on at least one instrument as a soloist and as member of an ensemble; develop performance skills in a range of 

styles and repertoire; undertake listening, improvisation, composition and arrangement tasks; develop skills in 

musical listening, understanding and analysing music from a range of cultures and historical periods; and develop 

creative thinking and problem solving strategies. They may also use audio design technology to record solo and 

ensemble performances and may use digital technologies appropriate to the musical activities being undertaken.  
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Textile Art and Fashion Design - 9/10 Semester Course 

Students will explore the potential of textiles and Art. With a focus of creativity, they will learn how to design 

and make patterns to construct clothing and wearable art, cushions and bags. Skills will be developed in processes 

including hand stitching, machining, stencilling, embellishing, patchwork, decorating, weaving, fabric screen 

printing, recycled clothing. Students will use visual diaries as a record of their planning and the development of 

ideas and research, reflect on their ideas and progress and complete research on the work of fashion and/or 

accessories designers, to support their practical work.  

This course may attract an extra levy for some projects 

 
 

Design Technologies 

Curriculum Area Leader - Georgie Roberts 
 

Food Studies - 9/10 Semester Course / Full Year Course 

In Food Studies students will prepare, present and evaluate a selected range of foods. They will gain skills and 

knowledge in the use of kitchen equipment, and be encouraged to practise safe, hygienic food preparation 

techniques. This course encourages students to develop skills in time management and recognise roles and needs 

of individuals in relation to food preparation, presentation and nutrition. Although Food Studies is practical in 

nature, it does contain a theory component. 

Year 10 students may be eligible to undertake TASC Level 1 Food and Cooking Essentials. 
 

Catering - 9/10 Semester Course / Full Year Course  

The Catering course is designed to give students an introduction to the skills required for catering and to give 

students a pathway to further study and possible work in the food service industry. 

Students will be responsible for collectively running a food enterprise and be required to cater for functions as 

they arise (both in and out of school hours). This course is about preparing food for others, and emphasis is 

placed on safe and hygienic food handling and presentation. 
 

Materials and Design - 9/10 Semester Course / Full Year Course 

Students work with a range of materials including wood, metal, plastic, fabrics and glass to complete a number 

of design briefs featuring timber or a combination of materials. This approach enables students to explore the 

features of each material and investigate ways they can combine them into useful and decorative items. Students 

will be able to negotiate to pursue areas of interest and may choose to make larger and more complex items 

and using different materials depending on the cost and the skill base of the student. Students will have the 

opportunity to construct items using a range of timbers.  This subject builds on previous experiences and 

introduces a more complex range of tools and equipment to manufacture both creative and useful items. 

Research activities and related theory will be integrated throughout the course. 
 

 

Digital Technologies 

Curriculum Area Leader – Tim Hortle 
 

Digital Media - 9/10 Semester Course / Full Year Course 

Students will work in a team to undertake project based learning in four key areas: Television Production, Web 

Design, App Development and Game Design. The course is highly personalised with students taking charge of 

negotiated projects in their chosen area of digital media. 

 Television production - students will learn to plan, record, edit, produce and publish a range of short videos 

using digital tools. Students will have opportunities to develop skills in video editing, stop motion, sound 

engineering and cinematography. 

 Web Design - students will learn how to build a website and use web tools for marketing. Students will gain 

skills in photography, graphic design, marketing and web commerce. 

 App Development - students will be introduced to the basics of coding. Students will use web-tools to design, 

program and create their own Apps. 

 Game Design - students use ‘Game Maker’ to design, produce and publish their own video game from scratch. 

Year 10 students may be eligible to undertake TASC Level 1 course Basic Computing. 
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e-Team - 9/10 Semester Course / Full Year Course 

The e-Team provides creative project based learning opportunities where students can be journalists, 

technicians, and web designers, as well as leaders. The e-Team operates as a mini business, with team members 

working collaboratively and playing to their strengths to serve the needs of the school. Students do this by 

providing IT support and creating regular dynamic content for the school’s social media platforms. Importantly, 

the team is made up of a diverse range of students, including team members with a technical focus, a passion for 

writing or those who are more outgoing and willing to be the face of the program. 

 

Robotics - 9/10 Semester Course 

Robotics gives students a chance to design, build and program various robots. Students will have opportunities 

to work with Ozobots, Spheros LEGO Mindstorms and more. Students will develop skills in coding, 

programming, prototyping and testing. Student robots are able to react to this input data without using remote 

control. Projects may include making racing or soccer or dance robots, robots that detect and follow lines or 

negotiate mazes. The class emphasizes teamwork, creativity and analytical thinking. 

 

 

Big Picture  full year course for selected 9/10 students 

Curriculum Area Leader - Lillian Smith 
This is a full-time program that follows the Big Picture Educational philosophy of “One student at a time, in a 

community of learners”. It allows students to shape their own learning program with the assistance of their 

teacher/advisor based on their strengths and interests. Big Picture is an alternative learning structure to the 

mainstream high school model that incorporates the study of the Australian Curriculum for English, History, 

Geography, Civics and Citizenship, Mathematics, Science, Health and Physical Education and Work Studies. In 

addition, students pursue their passions through individual projects and work placements (internships). 
 

Personal Learning Plans and Workshops - Big Picture focuses on personalising students’ learning and 

educational experience through increased connectedness and engagement. Underpinning the program are the 

key principles of relationships, relevance and rigour. There is a focus on developing personal qualities, skills and 

abilities, such as self-confidence, independence, self-respect, communication and problem solving skills. The 

distinguishing components of this program are the role of the teacher/advisor, the time spent in the advisory 

group and the Big Picture community, the use of personal learning plans and reflective practices and the Learning 

through Internship Program. 

 

Mentors and Learning through Internship Programs - The Learning Through Internship placement is 

designed to build knowledge, understanding and skills in adult work places and encourage students to follow 

their passions. By placing learning in a real world context students are supported by their mentor to make 

connections and see relevance. These placements are for one day a week each term. 

 

Assessment and Exhibitions - Big Picture students are assessed against the Australian Curriculum. At the 

end of each term they present an exhibition to an audience where they reflect on their learning, project work 

and Mentor/Internship placements. The audience usually includes their teacher/advisor, parent/carers, peers and 

often a staff member from the school and their mentor. Exhibitions are an opportunity to share and celebrate 

progress along with developing communication and public speaking skills. 

 

Families are Enrolled Too - The Big Picture program is open to students who have the desire to work hard 

and to challenge themselves. Families are an important part of our program. Parents and other significant adults 

are encouraged to be actively involved in their daughter’s education, including assessing their daughter’s progress 

at exhibitions, assisting students to attend their Mentor and Internship placements and supporting the school 

and Big Picture philosophies. 

 

Students interested in Big Picture must contact one of the Advisors for further information and 

collect an application package.  Students should also complete the mainstream course selection form, 

indicating that they have applied for Big Picture, in case their application is not successful. Early in Term 4 

parent/carers of students who are being considered for the program in 2018 will be contacted to arrange an 

interview. This is an important part of the process because, in Big Picture, families are enrolled too and they are 

involved in an ongoing way.  
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A Guide to Making Your Subject Selection for 2018 
 

You are about to make important decisions about your education for 2018 and your future pathways.  Use this 

guide to help you with this process. 

 

 Read this Learning Program Handbook carefully. 

 

 Gather as much additional information about the courses you are interested in as you can. Talk with teachers 

and your peers who have studied the subjects. Find out what you will learn, how you will learn and any 

other expectations, requirements and learning opportunities the course may involve. 

 

 To ensure you are considering your future pathways, check the Guide to 2018 – Education and Training in 

Years 11 and 12 https://documentcentre.education.tas.gov.au/Documents/Year11-12-course-guide-

2018_Web.pdf , university and other handbooks and websites. Ensure that you are selecting courses which 

suit this pathway. Year 8 students can use the Two Year Subject Selection Form, which is in a separate 

handout. 

 

 Courses followed by a 9 or 10 may only be chosen by students who will be in that year in 2018. All other 

9/10 subjects may be chosen by students in both years. 

 

 Full year courses must be selected for both semesters for the year. All other courses are single semester 

only.  

 

 Develop a short list of the courses you wish to undertake in 2018, ensuring that you have met the 

compulsory requirements of the curriculum - full year English, Mathematics, Science and HASS courses, and 

a semester of Health and Physical Education. Discuss these choices with your parents/carers and teachers. 

Write down your selection for your own record. 

 

 Students applying for ‘Big Picture’ must complete a Subject Selection Form pending acceptance into the 

Big Picture Program. 

 

 Copy your selections carefully onto the separate Subject Selection Form. Sign the student section and then 

ask your parents/carers to do the same. Give your form to your Home Group Teacher to check that you 

have fulfilled the minimum requirements and have them sign the form. Hand in your form to your Home 

Group teacher by Friday 15 September. 

 

Every attempt will be made to place you into the courses you have chosen. However, unless a minimum number 

of students choose a course, that course is unlikely to run. Students will be placed in semester courses either 

in Semester One or Semester Two, depending on staffing and the balance of student numbers in classes in the 

two semesters.  

 

If you have any problems please see your Home Group teacher, or Ms Pettit, Ms Smith, Mr Gluskie, Ms Boas or 

Mrs Rowley. 

 

https://documentcentre.education.tas.gov.au/Documents/Year11-12-course-guide-2018_Web.pdf
https://documentcentre.education.tas.gov.au/Documents/Year11-12-course-guide-2018_Web.pdf

